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We met everybody in voudevi l le,  ond we ployed
be{ore  everybody too .  Once we p loyed fo r
Pres ident  Coo l idge in  Wosh ing ton .  He wos o  tough
nut to crock. In ioct,  he only loughed once. I  looked
out into the oudience ond osked, "Where's Senotor
Boroh?"
In Chicogo, I  even got to know Corl  Sondburg, who
wos lhen the critic for the Dol/y News. I went to the
movies with him. He instructed me to woke him up 42

ten minutes before the movie wos over,  but I  wos
osleep too. Thot 's how the lerm "sleeper" wos
coined to descr ibe some plctures.

When the United Stotes entered World Wor One,
we decided to sove the country by roising vegeto-
bles. We bought o form in Lo Gronge, twenty mi les
outside of Chicogo. l f  there wos ony connect ion
between the wor effort  ond the feeding of crows,
we surely did our port .  We bought some chickens,
but their  eggs were eoten by rols.  Next door to the
form wos o golf  course, ond the only money we
mode wos for retr ieving stroy golf  bol ls thot londed
.)n orrr  nr l t -srr- . i rFcn ecres. We'd sel l  them bock for
twenty-f  ive cents. The f i rst  morning on the form, we
got up ot f  ive. The fol lowing morning, we dowdled
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in bed unt i l  s ix.  By the end of the week we were
get t ing  up  o t  noon,  wh ich  wos ius t  enough t ime fo r
us to get dressed to cotch the I  'OZ to Wrigley Field,
where the Chicogo Cubs ployed. Those corefree
t imes would soon chonge for Gummo, however '  he
got drofted. He entered the ormy ond le{t  the oct-
never to return-to be reploced by Zeppo, wno
hod ius t  f in lshed h igh  schoo l .
Frenchy  ond Minn ie ,  seen here  oround 1920,  hod
seen their  sons develop into the most orominent of
voudevi l l ions. We were o good drow on whotever
circui i  we oppeored on. Performing wosn't  os or-
duous.  In  B ig  T ime Voudev i l le  you on ly  p loyed two
shows o doy. For lhe f i rst  t ime in our coreers, we
knew whot the good l i fe meont.  In on Oklohomo
City hotel ,  we entered the dining room. When the
woi te r  come,  Horpo ron  h is  f inger  down the  menu,
then so id ,  "And co{ fee . "

We were olso doing wel l  bockstoge. A pretty
eighteen-yeor-old gir l  nomed Ruth Johnson wos
hired os Zeppo's doncing portner.  She wos blonde
ond b lue-eyed ond we ighed l lB  we l l -d is t r ibu ted
pounds. We were morr ied ot Chicogo City Hol l ,
ond hod on overnight honeymoon on the pul lmon to
Des Moines ond points West.  I  wos o blushing thir ty.
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